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10 Dear Project Manager Spehar, I am writing to urge you to reconsider the alternatives you have developed and urge you to include the 
Western Heritage Alternative as an alternative for the revised Great Divide Plan. BLM recognized its ability to protect wilderness quality 
lands, but of the 156,908 acres identified in the Western Heritage Alternative, BLM only included protection of 5300 acres in the 
Preferred Alternative. Please exercise your authority to protect these valuable places. Specifically, in the Preferred Alternative, protect 
both the 31,150 acres of Adobe Town Fringe identified by the BLM as eligible for the same type of management under Alternative 3 and 
the remaining 64,050 acres that are also integral to the Adobe Town complex as identified in the Western Heritage Alternative. Also, in 
the Preferred Alternative, protect the remaining areas in the Western Heritage Alternative's 156,908 acre proposal. BLM should 
incorporate protective measures for oil and gas development activities (such as the Best Management Practices in Appendix 15) which 
are an important part of safeguarding the resources and values of this area. In the final plan, please clarify that these are required for 
development activities and ensure that they are retained, as well as strengthened to apply to a wide range of operations. I urge you to 
move drilling away from sensitive wildlife habitats. Impose "no surface occupancy" stipulations for any oil and gas drilling on crucial big 
game winter ranges, prairie dog colonies, mountain plover habitat, floodplains, within three miles of sage grouse leks and one mile of 
raptor nests. Please also minimize development impacts by requiring operators to cluster wells and facilities in a few spots instead 
allowing them to sprawl across landscape. Give extra protection to the most important wildlife habitats, such as the Powder Rim, the 
entire Ferris Dunes, the Chain Lakes, mountain plover nesting areas and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. These lands also 
warrant "no surface occupancy" protection and so do Native American sacred sites, the Overland and Cherokee Trails and other 
significant historic sites. Finally, please carefully regulate coalbed methane development, prohibit surface discharge of wastewater from 
coalbed methane drilling in the North Platte River drainage and the Red Desert, and please strictly require the use of best management 
practices for the control of water pollution. 
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